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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, thank you for inviting me to appear before you
today to discuss thistopic of obvious importance to the environment — eevating the U.S.
Environmenta Protection Agency (EPA) to cabinet level Satus.

When the Environmental Protection Agency was created in 1970 by Richard Nixon, it was a
combination of 10 different units from five departments and agencies. In a message to the Congress,
President Nixon submitted his reasoning for the reorganization plan that would establish the EPA. He
wrote: "As concern with the condition of our physical environment has intengfied...it has become
increasingly clear that only by reorganizing our Federa efforts can
we...effectively ensure the protection, development, and enhancement of the totd environment.”

This statement rings true more than thirty years later. The environment continuesto gain
prominence in the American consciousness and is routinely ranked among the public's most important
nationa concerns. The scope and significance of environmenta protection cdls for a strong ingtitutiond
framework at the federd levd.

Egtablishing EPA as a cabinet department is not anew idea. Thefirgt hill to evate EPA to
cabinet status was introduced in the Senate in June 1988.

Former President Bush was the first president to support eevating the EPA to cabinet levd,
mentioning it in his State of the Union address more than a decade ago and inviting then-Administrator
Rellly to attend cabinet meetings. President Clinton and President George W. Bush have followed suit
with both presidentia support for the legidation and a seat at cabinet meetings for the Sitting EPA
Adminigrator. Elevation of EPA to cabinet level status would ensure that EPA maintainsavisble
presence in future Administrations.

In the higtory of the Agency, our work has helped transform the way America views the
environment — planting in the American consciousness a clear sense of environmenta stewardship.
EPA has helped underscore the universal agreement that a clean environment is vauable, not just for
economic prosperity but for sustained quality of life. No longer do we



debate whether we need to act to protect the environment. Rather, we discuss how we can
keep America green while kegping our economy growing.

The mission of the EPA is of vitd importanceto al of our lives. The actionsof this Agency
protect our environment and public hedth by ensuring the modiasic of life's necessities— clean air to
breethe and safe water to drink. The ability to accomplish our mission and continue to have a
meaningful impact on the qudity of lifefor dl Americansto alarge extent is based on our ability to more
fully integrate science into our programs, policies and decisions. One of the firgt actions | took as
Adminigtrator was to improve the Agency-s policy-making process to better integrate the highest quality
science. As part of those improvements, | created the position of Science Advisor who advises me on
al future science and technology issues and their relationship to Agency policies, procedures and
decisons.

The importance of EPA’smisson is comparable to other cabinet departments. Our misson —
to protect human hedlth and safeguard the environment — both complements and contributes to the
overdl service of the Cabinet. Environmental protection is as critica to public heath, public security
and economic vitaity as the other important responsbilities currently falling under the purview of our
federa cabinet level departments. As our nation’s population grows over the next century, the
importance of addressng environmenta issues will require significant leadership and resources to meet
these challenges.

With respect to homeland security, EPA playsacritica role with respongibilities that range from
responding to achemica or biologica attack to protecting our nation’s water supply. EPA playsa
lead role in environmental monitoring, decontamination and long-term site cleanup. Our expertisein
off-gte monitoring, extent of contamination surveys, working with hedth officids to establish safe dean-
up levels, conducting protective clean-up actions, and communicating technica information to impacted
citizensis essentid for afederd response to an act of terrorism that involves arelease of biologicd,
chemicd, or radioactive materid.

EPA’s response to the terrorist incidents of September 11" and ensuing events (at the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon) represented a mgjor emergency management response. Later, when
incidents of anthrax bio-terrorism occurred, EPA response personnel were among thefirst at affected
dtes and again led cleanup and decontamination efforts. During acriss, the Agency works with our
federd partnersin every phase from theinitid crissto fina cleanup. EPA aso works closdy with
emergency response teams and independent experts to devel op effective remediation tools to ensure
the protection of the nation’s critica infrastructures. No issue surpasses the need to protect our citizens
from acts of terror, and EPA’ s levation will ensure close coordination and planning with other Cabinet
agencies and departments.

Already, | have found my participation a the cabinet level hdpful in navigating the many
important areas of overlap between the work of EPA and other departments including, Agriculture,



Council on Environmentd Quadlity, Energy, the Department of Hedth and Human Services, Housing,
Interior, Justice, Labor, Office of Homeland Security, and the White House s Office of Science
Technology Policy. Quitefrankly, | cannot think of a cabinet department with

which EPA does not interact. | would congider it vita to the work of future Administrators—and vitd
to our country —to assure Smilar cooperation and participation in the future,

As Governor of New Jersey, | fdlt it important to have my Environmental Commissioner as part
of my cabinet. AsPresdent Bush callsfor increased cooperation between federa environmental
regulators and state and local governments, it is appropriate to follow their leadership on thisissue.

Further, the environment continues to play a centra role in internationd relations. This
legidation would bring the United States on par with the mgority of rest of the G-7 countries and more
than sixty others by establishing a Secretary of the Environment. Reflecting the globa nature of
environmentd issues, EPA isincreasingly involved in environmental matters that are globd in nature.
The time has come to establish EPA as afull member of the Cabinet. Doing so would be consstent
with observations of state governments as well as our internationd counterparts.

| am pleased that Congress supports thisimportant step. H.R. 2438, sponsored by
Congressmen Boehlert and Borski, would elevate EPA to cabinet status and, as currently drafted,
excludes extraneous policy issuesthat in the past have derailed the legidative processto establish a
Department of the Environment. It isimportant that the Committee avoid any extraneous amendments
to H.R. 2438, and | urge the Committee to gtrictly limit any changes to those that would improve
organizaiond efficiency and streamline managemernt.

| believe that the Boehlert/Borski hill provides the Agency with the flexibility it needsto ensure
that the trandtion to cabinet Satus goes as smoothly and efficiently as possible. | am looking forward to
working with Congress to develop an gpproach that will serve EPA’s mission and the American

people.

Thejudtification for placing EPA in the cabinet is compelling. Creating a Department of the
Environment will ensure that environmental protection continues to receive high priority today and long
into the future. As| have said repeatedly, my am for this Agency isto leave Americas ar cleaner,
water purer, and land better protected than when | arrived. | enjoy the full support of the Presdent in
pursuit of thisgod. Elevating the EPA to cabinet leve will assure that future Adminidrators are aole to
set —and achieve — amilar goasin the years ahead. Taking this step, Congress will appropriately
recognize the importance of environmenta issues to the American public.

Thank you for dlowing me to gppear before you. | would be happy to answer any questions
that you may have.






